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General test taking strategies for the test:
1.  There is no penalty for guessing, so test takers should fill in an answer for every question.
2. Know the directions and answer sheet ahead of time.
3. Read carefully and thoroughly.  Avoid careless mistakes.
4. Answer easier questions first, and harder questions later. 
5.  Be careful when bubbling answers!    Check answer sheet regularly for accuracy.
6. Develop a strategy for guessing  ( eliminating obvious incorrect choices first, using time wisely)  

Section:  English (EXPLORE 40 Q/ 30 min., PLAN 50 Q/ 30 min., ACT 75 Q/ 45 min.)
· Don’t jump on the questions right away.  Skim the paragraph for a few seconds, and then start working on the questions.
· Brevity is the soul of wit.  The best way to write something is the shortest correct way of writing it.
· Be on the lookout for subject- verb and noun-pronoun agreement
· Be on the lookout for sentence fragments, incorrect sentence structure, verbosity and inappropriate use of phrases and idioms
· Develop the habit of occasionally checking your progress through the test.

Section: Mathematics (EXPLORE 30 Q/ 30 min., PLAN 40 Q/ 40 min., ACT 60 Q/ 60 min.)
· Use your calculator only when you need to.
· Make sure your calculator is working properly and know all the functions of the calculator you choose to use.
· Understand and analyze the problem before crunching the numbers.
· Work the problem out on scratch paper.  Write and circle the question number next to your work.
· Look for patterns and shortcuts in any given question.
· Think before working on each problem, use common sense to verify your answer choice.  



Section: Reading (EXPLORE 30 Q/ 30 min., PLAN 25 Q/ 20 min., ACT 40 Q/ 35 min.)
· Do not get caught in the specific details of the passage.
· Answer general questions before  detail  questions.
· Always refer to the passage before choosing an answer.
· Mentally outline all major points covered in non-fiction passages, take notes to find answers quickly.
· Concentrate on paragraph opening and closing.
· For prose fiction passages, pay attention to the story and the characters.
· Answer the easy questions for each passage first.  Skip the tough ones and come back to them later. 

Section: Science ( EXPLORE  28 Q/ 30 min.,  PLAN  30 Q/ 25 min.,  ACT 40 Q/  35 min.)
· Start by scanning the passage.  Read the passage or look at the data presentation quickly, just to get a rough idea of what it is all about. 
· In order to comprehend graphs and tables quickly concentrate on nature of data being presented, units of measurement, relationship among variables and perceive trends and pattern in the data.
· If the answers are numerical, use estimation to save time.
· Focus on the questions that require analyzing data from just a single table or graph.
· Do not get bogged down by technical terminology, avoid the frills and get to the core of the problem.   

Final Suggestions: 
1. Complete practice tests on line and paper and pencil. ( ACT.org, www.grockit.com, www.number2.com, www.4tests.com, www.petersons.com, www.michigan.gov/mme --scroll to ”info for parents and students .”, www.virtualstudies.com)   Time yourself using test time frame
2. Develop good problem solving and study habits
3. Get help from teachers, counselors, parents and other students.  Creating a study group to prepare for the test can help tremendously. 
4. Eat healthy, drink water and get rest before the test.  
5. EXPLORE, PLAN and ACT are designed to measure your knowledge.  Hard work and success in school leads to success on the test. 
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